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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of the Application 

This Office Action is in response to applicant's arguments filed on 12/23/2005. 
Claims 20-37 are pending and are examined herein. Applicant's arguments have been 
fully considered. The 35 USC 103(a) rejection is withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham vs John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 20-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over 
Boegesoe et al. (US Patent 4.943,590) and further in view of Audia et al. (US Patent 
5,846,982) and Shaller et al. (J. Neuropsychiatry and Clinical Neurosciences. 11:4, Fall 
1999, abstract). 
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The instant claims are directed to a method of treating attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) by administering escitalopram. 

Boegesoe et al. teach the method of treating depression in a patient with the (+) 
enantiomeric form of citalopram, otherwise referred to as escitalopram, by inhibiting the 
uptake of serotonin (col, 1, lines 9-26). Acceptable pharmaceutical salts of escitalopram 
include oxalate (col. 1 , lines 29-42). What's more, daily dosage of escitalopram is 
disclosed to be from 5 to 50 mg (col. 8, lines 55-60). 

However, Boegesoe et al. fail to disclose a method of specifically treating 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder with escitalopram. 

Audia et al. teach that attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (col. 53, line 7) can 
be treated with compounds that inhibit serotonin reuptake (abstract). 

Moreover, Shaller et al. teach that attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
increases one's risk for both major depression and an anxiety disorder by approximately 
25%. 

Therefore, it would have been prima facie obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art. at the time the claimed invention was made, to administer patients suffering 
from attention deficit hyperactivity disorder an effective amount of escitalopram, 
because both attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and depression are treatable by 
inhibiting the uptake of serotonin. Treating a patient suffering from depression with 
escitalopram will also treat the same patient who is suffering from attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder. 
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A person of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to administer 
escitalopram to patients suffering from attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, because 
of the expectancy of the same amount of success when treating patients suffering from 
depression with escitalopram and since both disorders are treatable by inhibiting 
serotonin reuptake. Moreover, since Shaller et al. discloses that the risk of depression 
is increased in attention deficit disorder patients, the motivation to administer 
escitalopram to ADHD patients is because of the reasonable expectancy of decreasing 
the risk of depression. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yong S. Chong whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
8513. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, SREENI PADMANABHAN can be reached on (571)-272-0629. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571)-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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